An extramural dental education program in a rural setting in Florida.
An extramural dental education experience which is a required component of the University of Florida College of Dentistry is described. The program, established in 1977, is conducted on a contractual basis between the college and the Lafayette-Suwannee Rural Health Corporation, Inc., the governing body of the Dental Center clinic located in the town of Mayo, Florida, which is 65 miles from the dental school. The program has brought high quality comprehensive dental care to a previously underserved population. Dental students are provided with experiences that enhance social sensitization, and that are perceived by them as a help in bridging the gap between dental school and dental practice after graduation. The program has made valued contributions to the education, research, and service components of the dental school's mission.